
...his new album just might be his 
favorite recording so far - simply 
because it captures the singer 

performing in front of an audience. 
Something he loves to do. Johnny is 

truly in his element in that setting, 
and Johnny Steiner live in concert - 

Moonlight Serenade showcases that.

Recorded last August at his college 
alma mater, JohnnyÕs voice soars like 
never before as he tackles seventeen 
tunes cleverly revolving around the 
theme of all things nighttime. As he 

says on stage, Òthese are songs 
about moons, midnights, and 

dreams.Ó Songs like SSome Enchanted 
Eveningg, Moonglowowow, Swinging on a 
Stararararararararararar, WalkinÕ After Midnighththt, Moon 

Riverrr, and many more. The album is 
not only a sweet reminder of the 

popular tunes of days gone by, but it 
offers a glimpse of the relationship 

this performer has with his audience. 

Recently, Kristi Wink sat down and 
chatted with the singer about his 

dreamy new album. The two are not 
only great friends, but share studio 

space where they work with aspiring 
young singers and actors. They have 

performed together in concerts, 
plays, and musicals for years.

Johnny Steiner says...
Kristi Wink: I notice in all your concerts you choose a piece I would call 
lyrically challenging. Is this because the song is so irresistible or is it to 
continually push yourself?

Johnny Steiner: People ask me all the time about lyrics. How do I learn them, 
how do I remember them. I donÕt know, really. I just do. I Þnd myself 
attracted to performing songs  IÕd like to hear sung. There really isnÕt an 
intentional desire to Ôpush myself,Õ per-say. But I guess that happens. IÕm just 
always trying to improve. ItÕs healthy, right? 

KW: Very healthy. I commend you. How many CDs is this? And why Ôlive?Õ 

JS: This will be my Þfth album of music. When I look at my previous four, my 
favorite tracks are the ones recorded live. ThereÕs an energy on those tracks 
that isnÕt present singing in the studio. I think that of famous musicians, too. 
So many in my own collection are live albums. 

KW: Any, "I can't believe I said that" moments?  

JS: Umm.. several, actually. Not things that I said, necessarily, but the  way  I 
said them. Sometimes - as articulate as I try and be - I mumble. And I tisk. 
How annoying is that? My concerts are designed like cabaret shows. A lot 
like theater. So, much of the on-stage banter and interaction with other 
performers that seems spontaneous is totally scripted. Oh...maybe I 
shouldnÕt have revealed that. 

KW: Your secret is safe with me. Does your set-list consist of favorites or 
requests you've received over the years? 

JS: These are just songs that I like to sing. ItÕs quite the mixture of tunes, like 
on my last disc, COAST TO COAST. There are some theater songs, some 
jazz songs, some pop songs, and even a country tune. People have asked 
for Moon River over the years. Do you have a request? 

KW: Actually I've grown to love certain songs  only  after hearing them sung 
by you. You can sing anything baby.

JS: You are very kind. It is a lot of fun to work with this small ensemble of 
musicians - Eileen, Eric, and Dave. Great coming up with the arrangements. 
Do you like the slightly Latin treatment of When You Wish Upon a Star? 

KW: Yes, I love it. You are right about your musicians. They truly are the best. 
I must comment on the stunning photography on your jacket cover. Do you 
enjoy the photo shoots or do you Þnd them difÞcult?

JS: I Þnd them incredibly awkward. You know what I mean - youÕve done 
plenty of photo shoots in your life and career. You try so hard to look natural, 
and you end up looking frumpy and posed. What I mean is, sometimes if you 
smile too big in a photo, your eyes disappear. And then if you try and look 
serious, you end up looking angry and your forehead crinkles up. ItÕs hard to 
Ôjust act naturalÕ when you know youÕre being watched... and photographed. 
My idea with this shoot was to somehow capture the colors in the Van Gogh 
painting ÔStarry Starry NightÕ - which appears on the actual disc itself.



KW: It's no surprise to me you put so much thought into that. I know itÕs 
so cliche to ask if you have a favorite song, but I'm asking. Do you have a 
favorite song on this record? 

JS: ThatÕs hard to say. The 17 songs were selected from a pool of 26 
performed at that particular concert, so they are all special already. I love 
A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square. Makes me want to travel to 
London. I bet I know ow your favorite tune on the record. I bet itÕs I DonÕt 
Want to Live on the Moon. Am I right? 

KW: Well, I must say my daughter 
Sadie was ßattered to sing with you in 
your concert. You have made quite an 
impression on her and I am so 
thankful you are a part of her life. It is 
so important for children to have top 
notch role models. You certainly Þt 
that bill. 

JS: ThatÕs very sweet. I love that 
song. ItÕs from SESAME STREET, and 
itÕs always been a favorite of mine. ItÕs 
all about being content with what you 
have - and who you have - in your 
life. I taught it to Sadie several years 
ago, and she fell in love with it, too.

KW: Well, I am ßattered that the one 
and only duet on your album is with 
my daughter. I was fortunate to be in 
the audience when you performed 
this concert. Now I have been 
listening to you sing for many years 
yet you still surprise me with your 
range and musicality from year to 
year. 

JS: I feel like my voice is in the best shape now that itÕs ever been. And 
thatÕs not arrogance, itÕs simply conÞdence in what I do. I work at my 
craft very hard. I just feel like itÕs time to start being a little more daring 
vocally, and singing a high C on the Roy Orbison song  In Dreams was 
certainly a risk. I am going to guess that will be folksÕ favorite track on 
the record. I know itÕs my dadÕs.

KW: If you had to label yourself as having a speciÞc style, which is it? 

JS: ThatÕs tough. Like, where would you Þnd me in the record store? 
Well...where do you Þnd a record store anymore?! I think I would be in that 
general ÔvocalÕ category along with Michael Buble, Linda Ronstadt, 
Streisand. All the folks they donÕt know what else to do with. Cause IÕm 
not jazz. And IÕm not exactly theater. Who knows? I am what I am.

JohnnyÕs dreamy new album - available now
for all things Johnny, visit www.johnnysteiner.com

KW: There must be some music out there you have yet to tackle. What are 
some pieces you hope to Ôwow usÕ with someday? 

JS: ThereÕs so much. I would like to keep working my way through the great 
American songbook. A program of Bacharach and David songs would be fun. 
Would you sing CLOSE TO YOU with me? 

KW: How big is that songbook?! I would sing the ABCs with you.

JS: Okay. LetÕs do it. A-B-C-D-E-F-G... Okay, letÕs not. The great American 
songbook? Um...itÕs quite large. Just Irving BerlinÕs catalogue alone is 
thousands of songs.

KW: One last question. Why do we park on driveways and drive on parkways?

JS: Good question. HereÕs one for you - ÔA stitch in time save nine.Õ Nine of 
what, exactly? 

KW: I have no idea what you just said. 

JS: It was another colloquialism that presents a conundrum. Like... Ôrule of 
thumbÕ or ÔweÕll cross that bridge when we come to itÕ or Ôan apple a day keeps 
the doctor away.Õ You know. Stuff like that.

KW: Whatever. Listen, I love your new album. 

JS: Thanks, I love that you love it. Thanks for interviewing me.

KW: My pleasure. But next time we do this, bring me a latte.


