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Kristi Wink: | notice in all your concerts you choose a piece | would call
lyrically challenging. Is this because the song is so irresistible or is it to
continually push yourself?

Johnny Steiner: People ask me all the time about lyrics. How do | learn them,
how do | remember them. | donOt know, really. | just do. | Pnd myself

attracted to performing songs 10d like to hear sung. There really isnOt an
intentional desire to Opush myself,O per-say. But | guess that happens. 10m just
always trying to improve. 1tOs healthy, right?

KW: Very healthy. | commend you. How many CDs is this? And why Olive?d

JS: This will be my pfth album of music. When | look at my previous four, my

favorite tracks are the ones recorded live. ThereOs an energy on those tracks
that isnOt present singing in the studio. | think that of famous musicians, too.

So many in my own collection are live albums.

KW: Any, "I can't believe | said that" moments?

JS: Umm.. several, actually. Not things that | said, necessarily, but the way |
said them. Sometimes - as articulate as | try and be - | mumble. And | tisk.
How annoying is that? My concerts are designed like cabaret shows. A lot
like theater. So, much of the on-stage banter and interaction with other
performers that seems spontaneous is totally scripted. Oh...maybe |
shouldn®t have revealed that.

KW: Your secret is safe with me. Does your set-list consist of favorites or
requests you've received over the years?

JS: These are just songs that | like to sing. [tOs quite the mixture of tunes, like
on my last disc, COAST TO COAST. There are some theater songs, some
jazz songs, some pop songs, and even a country tune. People have asked
for Moon River over the years. Do you have a request?

KW: Actually I've grown to love certain songs only after hearing them sung
by you. You can sing anything baby.

JS: You are very kind. It is a lot of fun to work with this small ensemble of
musicians - Eileen, Eric, and Dave. Great coming up with the arrangements.
Do you like the slightly Latin treatment of When You Wish Upon a Star?

KW: Yes, | love it. You are right about your musicians. They truly are the best.
I must comment on the stunning photography on your jacket cover. Do you
enjoy the photo shoots or do you bnd them difbcult?

JS: | bnd them incredibly awkward. You know what | mean - youOve done
plenty of photo shoots in your life and career. You try so hard to look natural,
and you end up looking frumpy and posed. What | mean is, sometimes if you
smile too big in a photo, your eyes disappear. And then if you try and look
serious, you end up looking angry and your forehead crinkles up. 1tOs hard to
Ojust act natural® when you know youOre being watched... and photographed.
My idea with this shoot was to somehow capture the colors in the Van Gogh
painting OStarry Starry Night® - which appears on the actual disc itself.
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JS: | feel like my voice is in the best shape now that itOs ever been. And
thatOs not arrogance, itOs simply conbdence in what | do. | work at my
craft very hard. | just feel like itOs time to start beihg a little more daring
vocally, and singing a high C on the Roy Orbison‘song In DreamsWe
certainly a risk. | am going to guess that will be folksO favorite track on
the record. I'know itOs my dadOs

JS: ThatOs tough. Like, where would you bnd me in the record store?
\Well...where'do you bnd a record store anymore?! | think | would be in that
general Ovocal® category along with Michaél Buble, Linda Ronstad
Streisand. All the folks they'donOt know what €lSe to do with. Cause 10
not jazz. And IOm not exactly theater. Whqg'knows? | amWwhat F'am

KW: There must be some music out there you have yet to tackle. What are
some pieces you hope to Owow usO with someday?

JS: ThereOs so much. | would like to keep working my way through the great
American songbook. A program of Bacharach and David songs would be fun.
Would you sing CLOSE TO YOU with me?

KW: How big is that songbook?! | would sing the ABCs with you.

JS: Okay. LetOs do it. A-B-C-D-E-F-G... Okay, letOs not. The great American
songbook? Um...itOs quite large. Just Irving BerlinOs catalogue alone is
thousands of songs.

KW: One last question. Why do we park on driveways and drive on parkways?

JS: Good question. HereOs one for you - OA stitch in time save nine.O Nine of
what, exactly?

KW: | have no idea what you just said.

JS: It was apothgr colloquialism that presents a conundrgm. ije... Orule of
thumbO or OweQII cross that bridge when we come to itO or Oan apple a day keeps
the doctor away.O You know. Stuff like that.

KW: Whatever. Listen, | love your new album.
JS: Thanks, I love that you love it. Thanks for interviewing me.
KW: My pleasure. But next time we do this, bring me a latte.

Moonlight Serenade

JohnnyOs dreamy new album - available now
for all things Johnny, visit www.johnnysteiner.com




